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1. Introduction
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Aim of this Learning Circle

- To expand English teachers’ repertoire of pedagogical
knowledge to enhance primary students’ language
skills development and their self-directed language
learning capabilities through integrating the use of
artificial intelligence (AI) in the primary English
classroom at KS2
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2.
Major principles and considerations for integrating
the use of AI in supporting students’ development
of self-directed language learning skills within and
beyond the classroom
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Reference from the EDB Curriculum Guide

Source:  Sect ion  3.3.4  (p .46) ,  Eng l i sh  Language Educat ion  KLA Eng l i sh  Language Curr icu lum 

Guide (Pr imary  1  – 6)  (2025)
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Principles
of using AI
in primary
classrooms

IMPACT

IMPACT
I – Information literacy
Foster academic honesty by helping students understand how to use AI responsibly and
ethically. Encourage original thinking, proper attribution, and thoughtful reflection to ensure
AI supports learning rather than replaces it.

M –Mindful use
Help students develop critical thinking by guiding them to question and evaluate AI-generated
content. Teach them to cross-check information and understand that AI is a tool—not an
authority.

P – Privacy protection
Choose AI platforms that comply with child data protection standards. Educators should
model responsible data sharing and teach students basic digital safety practices.

A –Access for all
Promote equity by ensuring all students have access to devices and the internet, or by
designing activities that do not rely solely on technology. Schools can provide shared
resources and offline alternatives.

C – Cognitive growth
Use AI to complement, not replace, creative and analytical tasks. Design lessons that balance 
technology use with hands-on, collaborative, and inquiry-based learning to nurture deep
thinking.

T –Tech health awareness
Integrate screen breaks, ergonomic practices, and offline activities into the school day. Teach
students healthy screen habits and encourage regular movement and eye-care routines. 6



Considerations 
of using AI in 
primary 
classrooms

Dos Don’ts
• Do choose age-appropriate 

and privacy-compliant 
tools .

• Don’t  use platforms that fai l  
to  comply clearly  with chi ld 
data protection laws.

• Do balance screen t ime 
with off l ine act iv it ies .

• Don’t  overuse screens.

• Do ensure equitable 
access .

• Don’t  assume al l  students  
have equal access .

• Do al ign AI  use with 
curriculum goals .

• Don’t  use AI  without 
clear learning goals .

• Do actively  guide and 
supervise AI  use regularly .

• Don’t  let  AI  replace human 
interaction.

• Do involve parents  when 
using Generative AI  tools  
in  primary classrooms.

• Don't assume students
understand the privacy
impl ications of AI tools
without guidance.

• Do provide clear
instructions and 
boundaries  for AI  use.

• Don't leave students
unsupervised during AI-
based activ it ies . 7



3. 
Supporting students’ development of self-directed 
language learning
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Reference from the 
EDB Curriculum 
Guide

Source:  Section 4.1.3 (p.103),  

Engl ish Language Education KLA 

Engl ish Language Curriculum 

Guide (Primary 1 – 6) (2025)
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What is self-directed learning?

SOURCE: JOCKEY CLUB SELF-DIRECTED LEARNING IN STEM PROGRAMME

HTTPS://JCSTEM.CITE.HKU.HK/CONCEPTUAL-FRAMEWORK/WHAT-IS-SELF-DIRECTED-
LEARNING/ 10

https://jcstem.cite.hku.hk/conceptual-framework/what-is-self-directed-learning/


Using  AI  in  Eng l i sh  language 
learn ing

✓ Students set goals f or
themselves bef ore /whi le
us ing dig i ta l tools in
Eng l i sh language learn ing .

✓ Students  engage in  
se l f -paced learn ing  through 
AI  interact ion  under  
teachers ’  superv is ion.

✓ Students  use  g iven or  se l f -
generated prompts  to  
manage thei r  own 
learn ing  when interact ing  
wi th  an  AI tutor .

✓ Students  record  feedback 
prov ided by  the AI  tutor  to  
fac i l i tate  rev is ion .

✓ Students  ref lect  on  
suggest ions
provided by  the AI  tutor .

11



4.
Workshop activities – Integrating AI in the primary 
classrooms to enhance self-directed language learning 
skills
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A demonstration and try-out:
conducting individualised chats with an AI tutor

Jo in me now.
- Play the role of some 10-year-old children. 

- The grammar focus is irregular verb forms in the 
simple past tense (e.g. ate, put, was, were, slept, 
went, wrote, drank, thought, swam).

- Prepare for an upcoming writing task – a diary entry.
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What are some of your concerns when using 

these tools in your classroom?
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Food for thought

My young learners need support to conduct constructive chat with AI.

Provide students with some prompts – A prompt l ibrary for my kids.

I  am not sure how I can set up this task on the AI platform. How can I  give 
‘good’ instructions to AI?

Refer to the prompt l ibrary for teachers.

Some of my young learners can’t sustain for too long. They may start 
asking AI some irrelevant questions.

Check the ‘headline’ so that you can identify undesirable behaviours
and intervene.
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